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This presentation:

• Provides information about Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) programs and data systems

• Information is also available in the Compliance, Safety, 
Accountability (CSA) Industry Briefing available at 
(http://csa.fmcsa.dot.gov/resources.aspx).

Presentation Note

http://csa.fmcsa.dot.gov/resources.aspx
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FMCSA Data

• FMCSA is focusing outreach efforts 
to better inform safety stakeholders 
about information FMCSA makes 
available to the public.

• FMCSA uses this information to 
analyze a motor carrier's current 
safety performance and determine 
whether investigation or intervention 
is necessary.
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FMCSA’s Public Data

Three primary sources of FMCSA data

1. Safety and Fitness Electronic Records (SAFER)

2. Licensing & Insurance (L&I)

3. Safety Measurement System (SMS)
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What does SAFER provide?
• Carrier census information 

• Inspection out-of-service (OOS) rates compared to national 
averages over the last 24 months

• Carrier crashes over the last 24 months

• Carrier safety fitness rating (if one exists)
– Satisfactory, Conditional, Unsatisfactory

• Flag if carrier is prohibited from operating

SAFER is located at: http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov

SAFER Data  

http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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SAFER Data (cont.)
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SAFER Data (cont.)
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SAFER Data (cont.)
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L&I Data

What does L&I provide?
• FMCSA operating authority status for “for-hire” carriers

• Insurance status

• Flag if carrier is under an FMCSA order prohibiting operations

L&I can be found at: http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/

http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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L&I Data (cont.)
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Safety Measurement System 
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BASIC Thresholds

• Were determined based on analysis and effectiveness studies
• Using the improved SMS, the goal is to identify carriers with both:

– Crash rate higher than the population average; and
– Known on-road compliance issues

Intervention Thresholds
BASIC General HM Passenger
Unsafe Driving, Hours-of-Service (HOS) 
Compliance, Crash Indicator 65% 60% 50%

Driver Fitness, Vehicle Maintenance, 
Controlled Substances/Alcohol 80% 75% 65%

Hazardous Materials (HM) Compliance 80% 80% 80%
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What does SMS provide?
• Carrier census information
• Analysis of carrier on-road performance and investigation results 

based on the most recent 24 months in BASICs
• Overall BASIC status (status above threshold may prioritize the carrier for intervention)

• Flag if carrier is under an FMCSA order prohibiting operations
• Driver and Vehicle Inspection OOS rates
• Links to detailed individual inspection results and trend data
• Links to SAFER and L&I for current safety rating and 

authority/insurance status
SMS can be found at: http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/SMS

SMS Data

http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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SMS Data

Use of SMS Data
The data in the Safety Measurement System (SMS) is performance data used by the Agency and 
Enforcement Community. A       symbol, based on the data, indicates that FMCSA may prioritize a 
motor carrier for a safety intervention.

The      symbol is not intended to imply any federal safety rating of the carrier pursuant to 49 USC 
31144. Readers should not draw conclusions about a carrier’s overall safety condition simply 
based on the data displayed in this system. Unless a motor carrier in the SMS has received an 
UNSATISFACTORY safety rating pursuant to 49 CFR Part 385, or has otherwise been ordered to 
discontinue operations by the FMCSA, it is authorized to operate on the nation’s roadways. 

Motor carrier safety ratings are available at http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov and motor carrier licensing 
and insurance status are available at http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/. 

http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/
http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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SMS Data (cont.)
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SMS Results
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SMS Results (cont.)
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SMS Results (cont.)
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SMS Results (cont.)
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SMS Results (cont.)
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SMS Results (cont.)
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SMS Results (cont.)
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SMS Results (cont.)
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SMS and the Motor Carrier Market

Category Approximate 
Number

Percentage of 
Uploaded Crashes

Carriers listed as active 750K 100%
Carriers with activity in the last three years 525K 100%
Carriers with insufficient data 325K 8%
Carriers with sufficient data to be assessed 
in at least one BASIC

200K 92%

Carriers with sufficient negative information 
to have a percentile assigned

92K 83%

Carriers with at least one BASIC above the 
FMCSA Intervention Threshold

50K 45%
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Summary

Three public sources of FMCSA data to provide  an 
informed, current, and comprehensive safety picture

1. SAFER, http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov

2. L&I, http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov

3. SMS, http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/SMS

http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/
http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/
http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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